
Each school year brings 

new  and familiar faces to 

school and the Canterbury 

Parents’ Association is no 

exception.   

Even  before children 

found their cubbies or 

lockers at Open House, 

CPA volunteers had deliv-

ered boxed dinners to 

teachers, set up the school 

store, planned fundrais-

ers, and  (yay!) hot lunch 

days.  

Such a dynamic group of 

volunteers must have a 

great executive board to 

lead it.  This year’s board 

is:  Barbara Palmer, 

president (Ben-8th, Drew-

5th, Lilly-2nd); Alison 

Dodge, president-elect 

(her older children, Mittie 

and Paul, attended Can-

terbury in the early years 

of the school, Ava-5th), 

Amy Kriemer, treasurer 

(Weller-5th, Max-4th, 

Oliver-2nd); Tricia 

Faircloth, secretary 

(Mary Scott-’11, Mac-2nd, 

and Catherine—3 years 

old)and Kim Smir, vol-

unteer coordinator 

(Lauren-’10, Alec-7th) 

Last year’s CPA president, 

Sarah Beard (John-

6th), will get a little break 

this year before assuming 

the role of volunteer coor-

dinator next school year.  

To learn more, please 

contact any members of 

the executive board. They 

are ready to answer your 

questions! 
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CPA  Facts: 

Where: Meetings are typically held the second Tuesday of each month at 8 

am in Berry Hall.  All dates are on the site linked below. 

Who: All parents of Canterbury School are members of the CPA and are wel-

come to attend.  

Why:  Please see the mission statement  at  http://www.canterburysch.org/

parents/index.html 

The new minibus, pictured 

below, was purchased with a 

donation from the CPA 

2010-2011 fundraisers and 

an anonymous donor. 

http://www.canterburysch.org/parents/cpa_mission.html
http://www.canterburysch.org/parents/cpa_mission.html


Hilary Overby, Kindergarten – Our new kindergarten teacher grew up in Houston, Texas and came to Greensboro in 2003 to attend 
UNCG on a Division 1 volleyball scholarship.  Hilary received her BS in 2008 from UNCG in Elementary Education and a concentration in 
Psychology.  Upon graduating, she taught kindergarten for two years at Hunter Elementary School in Greensboro, and then relocated to 
Charlottesville, VA for one year to teach 2nd grade.  Hilary now lives in Winston Salem, NC. 

 

Erin Ringrose, Middle School Science/Elective – Erin has lived in Greensboro almost her entire life, graduating from Grimsley High 
School.  She attended UNC-CH, earning a BEd in Elementary Education.  After teaching at the elementary school level for one year, Erin 
decided that middle school was a better match for her.  Prior to coming to Canterbury, she taught for three years at Guilford Middle 
School. 

 

Mary Wing, Chorus - Originally from Raleigh, Mary came to Greensboro to attend UNCG where she completed her undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in music education.  Upon graduating, she took a position teaching general music and 5th grade chorus for the Guil-
ford County Schools at Guilford Middle School.  After leaving public schools in 2000, Mary began 
teaching piano lessons to middle and high school students in Greensboro through her private 
piano studio.  She teaches chorus to 5th-8th grade students and leads after school piano lessons 
here at Canterbury. 

 

Paul Sinal, Middle School Latin teacher – Paul was born in East Chicago, Indiana and completed 
high school in Wilmington, Delaware.  He earned a BA with a major in Latin at Wake Forest Uni-
versity, and then went on to receive an MA and Ph.D. in Linguistics with a minor in Classical Lin-
guistics from Cornell University.  Paul returned to Wake Forest, five years after receiving his un-
dergraduate degree, to complete law school. He practiced law in Winston-Salem for 25 years, 
while teaching part time at Greensboro College and UNCG.  Paul taught 5th grade for three years 
in public school. Before coming to Canterbury School, he taught 6th grade social studies at Sum-

mit School in Winston-Salem for seven years and was retired 
for one year. Paul has lived in Winston-Salem since 1972. 

 

Kaitlin Finnin, Facility Rentals - Canterbury welcomes Kaitlin Finnin, and congratulates her on her 
recent nuptials to Father Nathan Finnin!  She is originally from Kinston, a small town in eastern North 
Carolina.  Kaitlin graduated from East Carolina University, where she had a double major in English 
and Religious Studies.  She is currently pursuing a master's degree in Education from UNCG.  Prior to 
coming to Canterbury, Kaitlin began graduate school and worked at an after-school program as a part-
time tutor.     

 

Tim Reid, Maintenance - Tim was born and raised in Greensboro.  He graduated from Ben L. Smith 
High School.  Before coming to Canterbury, Tim was self-employed for ten years.   

 

Anthony Foster, Extended Day AssistantτAnthony has joined Bridget Dennis in Extended Day after 
working in the Guilford County Schools ACES (after-school care) for seven years. He is a church musician who plays keyboard and drums. 
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Kaitlin and Nathan Finnin 

Paul Sinal, Latin 
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The Ganji’s are happy to be back in Greensboro!  

Jay is originally from India and immigrated to the USA 
in 1993.He completed his residency in Internal Medi-
cine at St. John Hospital in Detroit, MI in 1994 and 
then eventually completed a Cardiovascular and Inter-
ventional Cardiology fellowship in 2001. Jay is a prac-
ticing cardiologist at Piedmont Cardiovascular and 
affiliated with Cone Health for inpatient care. 

Suja is a native of Greensboro and her parents still live 
here.  She says she enjoys being a stay-at-home mom 
and “taking care of the men in my life.” 

“Since visiting Greensboro in 1993, Jay fell in love with 
the place and always wanted to return here after his 
training.  

We were impressed by Canterbury School and won-
dered why we had not thought of this for our older 
son, Nithin. After searching and interviewing many 
schools around here, we felt that the school not only 
and mainly focused on education, but also importantly 
on values and principles of life and culture.” 

The Ganjis  enjoy outdoor activities, vacationing and 
also visiting their extended families. Indoors, they like 
to play chess, table tennis, cook together and watch 
movies. 
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Family Introductions  

The  Ganji's:  (top row) Jagadeesh (Jay) , Nithin-8th, Suja, 
(bottom row) Jahnu-1st  and Jeevan-1st.  

―Family Introductions‖ is a new column highlighting families who have come to Canterbury this year. Each issue of The Parentsô 

Page will include several families who have entered the school above the kindergarten level. Leanne Whitehead  (see introduction 

below) will be writing this column in future issues. It is our hope that parents will read the introductions and make further con-

nections in the community! 

The Whiteheads: L to R—Luke (4 years), Leanne, Jack (8 

months, Jesse, and Abby-2nd 

Jesse and Leanne Whitehead are the parents of Abby—2nd 
Waterstradt. Abby’s little brothers are Luke who is in the 4-
year-old class at Christ Community Preschool, and Jack, 
eight months old. They also have a nine-year-old Golden 
Retriever named Bailey. 

Originally from Edina, Minnesota, the Whiteheads moved 
most recently from Zurich, Switzerland where they lived for 
four years. Jesse is the VP of Global Marketing with Ecolab, 
and Leanne is a stay-at-home mom. 

While living in Switzerland, Leanne says, “we  traveled at 
every opportunity. We also enjoy skiing (the Swiss Alps 
remain our favorite), biking, and spend much of our free 
time attending the children’s sporting events like tennis, 
swimming, soccer, baseball, and hockey.” The family is now 
attending Westover Church in Greensboro.  

What attracted the Whiteheads to Canterbury? Leanne 
says, “We liked the fact that Canterbury is a nurturing, car-
ing environment with strong values and high academic 
standards.  We also think the fact that Abby visited a 1st 
grade class the day of the Spring Fling helped put Canter-
bury at the top of her list!” 

Leanne says Abby is already making memories at Canter-
bury. She says, “Being the first instant winner for the Innis-
brook fundraiser and receiving her prize in front of the 
entire school at chapel has been the highlight of Abby’s 
year so far.  Kickball at recess is a close second.” 
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Curriculum Corner 
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Science Olympiad Comes to Canterbury 

 

Should we increase the pounds per square inch of pressure?  What is the ideal water level?  Which wing design will 
provide the most loft? 

In Science Olympiad, offered for the first time this year as a 7-8th grade elective and 5-8th grade after school club, stu-
dents are puzzling over complex engineering questions like these in preparation for an all-day competition at UNCG in 
February 2012.  On the big day, Canterbury’s 18-member team will compete in various events, including engineering 
events in which students will present devices built in advance, such as mousetraps, rockets, and helicopters, and pit 
them against devices built by other teams; process knowledge events, in which students will use techniques such as 
forensic investigation to solve a problem; and knowledge-based events, in which students will answer questions, iden-
tify objects, and perform calculations in exciting categories such as Disease Detectives, Forestry, Reach for the Stars 
(astronomy), and Rocks and Minerals. 

Science Olympiad students, under the expert guidance of 7-8th grade science teacher, Erin Ringrose, are currently 
learning how to build and test bottle rockets. Already, they have launched 2-liter bottle rockets from the basketball 
court and virtual rockets from a rocket engineering simulator available on www.nasa.gov.  Elective participants Brad 
Brewington, ’12, and McGill Carter, ’13, are full of enthusiasm for their experience thus far.  Brad says, “Class is inter-
active and fun.  It is cool to be preparing for a competition.”  McGill claims, “It is a lot of fun.  We get to be creative 
and design different types of machines, but we still have to use 
scientific theory and information to test our products.” 

Canterbury’s new Science Olympiad program is providing unique 
opportunities to our students. According to Mrs. Ringrose, it is 
highly unusual in North Carolina for a school to offer Science 
Olympiad as a class during the school day.  In addition, most mid-
dle school teams do not include 5th grade students. Mrs. Rin-
grose is including them from the very beginning, to allow them to 
develop their skills over a four-year period and to increase their 
interactions with middle school students.    

Science Olympiad team, we are cheering you on! 

Curriculum Corner is a recurring column written by Penny 

Summers, Assistant Head of School 

Above: Two 8th-grade students design a rocket 

Left: Two 7th-grade students use the NASA website to 

design their rocket 
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Stephanie Keaney was invited to speak last 
Saturday, September 24th to Guilford County 
Schools’ teachers on the topic of Environmental 
Education.  

Faculty and Staff News 

Erin RingroseðMiddle School Science—is expecting 

her first child due in March. 

Tony CarrickðMiddle School Literature—is 

expecting his second child due this January. 

David Skeen—Middle School Director—Dave and his 

wife, Mackenzie, welcomed a baby girl on September 26th. 

Elizabeth Grier Skeen was 8 lbs. and 19-3/4 inches long.  



Traditions at Canterbury 
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Admissions Update 

Sibling Applications:  Do you have a child entering kindergarten 2012-2013???  Please stop by the 
office to pick up an application or print one from our website.   We hope to get all the sibling applica-
tions in quickly! 
 
PreK:  If you have a child eligible for PreKindergarten 2012-2013, registration information will be 
available soon!  So exciting! 
 
Please encourage your friends and neighbors to attend an open house! 
 
 Thursday, Oct. 20  9:30-11:30am  Kindergarten Open House and campus tour: Phillips Chapel 
 Tuesday, Nov. 15 9:30-11:30am  K-5  Open House and campus tour:  Phillips Chapel 
 
Please call Kathy Creekmuir or Libba LaFave with any admissions questions, 288-2007. 

Chapel Buddies:  By now, all kindergarten students have been assigned a chapel 

buddy (or two!). 6th-grade chapel buddies accompany the kindergarten classes to 

chapel and help our youngest students to follow along in the service. When this 

group of 6th-graders graduates in 2014, the chapel buddies will attend graduation as 2nd-graders. 

Fall Social: This adults-only evening is offered free of charge by the CPA. Parents are encouraged to at-

tend this event to meet other parents and enjoy food and drinks! 

 

 

http://www.canterburysch.org/admissions/calendar.html


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Community Cares and Concerns 

Passive Fundraising Update 

KellyðWe would like to offer our con-
dolences to one of our founders, Sterling 
Kelly, on the loss of his mother, Rosalie 
Kelly of Fayetteville. 

 

 

 

Target Take Charge of Education 

If you shop at Target, please re-link your Target Red Card to Canterbury School. Our 

school code is 1410. You must re-link every school year. We earned $1594.00 last year 

from the Red Card. 

Harris Teeter Together in Education 

If you shop at Harris Teeter, please link or re-link your VIC card to Canterbury 

School. Our school code is 1153. You can do this with the cashier, or on the 

website: www.harristter.com. You must re-link your card each year beginning in 

August.We  earned $1425.00 last year from this program. 

Chick-fil-A 

The next Chick-fil-A spirit night will be  Nov. 14th. 

Box Tops for Education 

Please clip and send box tops to your child’s homeroom teacher. The 

Box Tops for Education symbol is on participating products. Last year, 

Canterbury School earned $400.  
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Office Depot  

If you shop at Office Depot, use the following code at checkout and Canterbury will 

receive 5% for each purchase – 70061342.  

Lands’ End - If you choose Lands’ End for your dress code needs this year, please 

use our Preferred School Number (9001-2879-4) at checkout and Canter-

bury will receive 3% of the net sales from outerwear and dress code purchases. 



As in the past, throughout the year the Green Committee will continue to provide collection 

opportunities for wine corks (BOTH natural and synthetic).  Last year we collected 125 lbs 

and we want to increase that to 150 this year. No, this is not a solicitation to drink more.  

 

What do we do with these?   Smartcork Recycling is a grassroots program organized by a 

group of individuals looking to help reduce landfill waste by the recycling of natural & synthetic cork wine closures.  They 

are located here in Greensboro. Check out their website: www.smartcorkrecycling.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Green Tip: Now that the  ―dog days‖ of summer are mostly behind us, please turn off your ignition 

in the afternoon carpool. Other drivers and the earth will thank you! Pictured above are the loyal pets and their humans 

who frequent the carline (L to R )Sarah Beard,(John-6th)  Anne Sherrill (Cameron-6th), and  Stephen Harris (Tyler-6th and Hannah-

3rd). 

 

Bulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin Board   

Have you checked David Skeen’s blog lately? You may be missing some of the most up-to-date in-

formation on middle school electives, adolescent brain research, and field trip photos! Add this 

link to your daily favorites to read: 

http://lifeingreyms.blogspot.com/ 

Fall 2011 Collections Schedule: 

Fall Social - October 14, 2011 (drop off) 

Book Fair - October 17-21, 2011 (drop off) 

Carpool - October 25-26, 2011 (morning and afternoon) 

http://www.smartcorkrecycling.com
http://lifeingreyms.blogspot.com/
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What is òParent Educationó? 

  Glad you asked! 

 

Parent Education is a committee of the CPA that plans various speakers and discussions 

throughout the school year. The topics address concerns or questions all parents face 

raising school children. 

 

The first Parent Education event will be  Monday, October 4th  12-12:45  in the 

Lower School art room in Stafford. Bring a bag lunch and hear Katie Leezer, Lower 

School Learning Specialist discuss òUnlocking Your Childõs Learning Po-

tential.ó  

 

Watch the Chatter for details on these upcoming Parent Education discussions: 

 How to save money clipping coupons (back by popular demand!) 

 Meet the middle school 

 Exploring the Edible Schoolyard at the Greensboro Childrenõs Museum 

 Internet Safety 

 Understanding the ERBs 



Around CampusAround CampusAround Campus   

(and beyond)(and beyond)(and beyond)   

So what exactly is  the Parentsõ Page? 

The Parentsõ Page began in August 2003 as a monthly attachment to the Chatter to share information 

such as births, deaths, weddings, etc. affecting the Canterbury community and to highlight the many 

activities of the CPA. We hope that you will submit your suggestions for future articles and photos to 

Kelly McKee (kmckee@triad.rr.com) or Rhonda Wakefield (rhondawakefield@yahoo.com)  

1st-grade Eco Explorers make discoveries with teachers 

Kelly Russell and Tricia Fischer 

Draven -1st makes a discovery on the path  

(L to R): Matthew-8th and Chandler-7th on JDRF 

Chapel Day 

(L to R): Ellie, Maggie, and Audrey pick up jacks and 

math skills in 2nd grade. 



 Chapel Buddies L to R: Isabel-K  and Claudia-6th 

Elizabeth Jones (Wyatt-K) and brother, Sloan Bibb, at the  visiting 

artist reception 

Sloan Bibb demonstrates his techniques for Molly Stouten’s 7th-grade 

art students 

The first chapel for Liam-K and his 6th-grade chapel buddy, Spencer  

Sloan Bibb  teaching Madeline -7th 

Around CampusAround CampusAround Campus   

(and beyond)(and beyond)(and beyond)   


