
In the carpool line, on the 

playground or other parts of 

campus, you may notice the 

passion that Canterburyôs 

newest chaplain has for our 

school.  Whether he is danc-

ing in the carpool line as he 

helps children to their cars 

or sliding down the new 

playground slide, the chil-

dren are certainly excited by 

his presence.  ñMy favorite 

moment at Canterbury has 

probably been the blessing 

of the new playground, after 

which, with the encourage-

ment of chanting students, I 

decided to slide down the 

new slide in all of my vest-

ments,ò Father Finnin said. 

ñIt was a bit wet, but  a good 

choice.ò 

Father Finnin and his twin 

sister, Janie, were born in 

Boston, MA and moved to 

Wilmington, NC when they 

were nine.  He says that he 

considers Wilmington his 

hometown.  As a child, he 

played baseball, soccer, and 

basketball, and was active 

in the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica.  After graduating from 

Hoggard High School in 

2000, he attended the Uni-

versity of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill and gradu-

ated with a BA in Phi-

losophy, and a BA in Politi-

cal Science. As he entered 

his junior year of college, he 

began the process of dis-

cerning a call to the priest-

hood through the Diocese of 

East Carolina, and upon 

graduation from college, 

began graduate studies in 

theology at Yale University.  

In the spring of 2008, he 

graduated from Yale with a 

Masters in Divinity, and 

Diploma in Anglican Theol-

ogy. That summer he was 

ordained by Bishop Clifton 

Daniel, III, of the Diocese of 

East Carolina, and he re-

ceived his first assignment 

to be the Assistant Rector of 

St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

in Kinston, NC.  

He was initially attracted by 

the positive energy felt 

when he visited Canterbury 

for an interview.  Father 

Finnin recalled that ñit was 

clear to me that both the 

students and staff were 
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Father Nathan Finnin  

Would you rather receive the Parentsô Page on Friday  or Monday ? Send an email with your preference to 

Kelly McKee kmckee@triad.rr.com and your name will be entered into a drawing to win a copy of By Accident by 

Susan Kelly (see article page 2). Thanks for your feedback! 

Continued on page 3 



According to Nancy Godwin, ñThird grade is the best 

grade!!!  I know that I am prejudiced, but it is such a 

wonderful grade!ò  She describes the children as be-

coming more responsible and independent in the 

classroom as well as demonstrating their enthusiasm 

for school.   

Nancy has taught at Canterbury since 1996, making it 

her goal to ensure that each of her students is getting 

the instruction and one -on-one time to become a suc-

cessful learner.  She recognizes that because children 

learn differently, it can be a challenge to impart the 

curriculum in such a way that each child is successful. 

Nancy was born in Dunn, NC and describes her small 

Page 2 

Lower School Profile: Nancy Godwin  

The Parentsô Page 

Nancy Godwin 

town childhood as ñidyllicò.  Her hus-

band, Mike, also grew up in the same 

town.  They even rode bikes and played 

baseball together as children!  Nancy 

attended Peace College in Raleigh before 

transferring to and graduating from UNC

-CH with a degree in Education.  She and 

Mike have two sons, Matt and Michael.  

Michaelôs wife, Anna, is also a third-

grade teacher in Atlanta. Nancy and 

Anna enjoy their conversations about 

third grade.  

 Nancy and Mike  are the proud grand-

parents of three:  Jack (7 ½), Holly (6) 

and Martha (almost 3). ñBeing 

 

Susan Kelly wins Sir Walter Raleigh Award  

In November, Susan Kelly will receive the Sir Walter Raleigh Award for Fiction for her fifth novel, 

By Accident. The North Carolina Literary and Historical Association gives the award annually to a 

North Carolina writer . In winning this award, Susan joins other distinguished writers such as Lee 

Smith, Reynolds Price, and Ron Rash.  

In By Accident, Laura Lucas loses her teenage son, Whit, in a car accident and struggles to retain 

her family routine as she experiences ñlandmineò reminders of her son. An unexpected friendship 

with a young landscaper, Elliott, not only gives Laura a distraction from her grief, but also from the 

sudden changes in her  neighborhood landscape. Speculation about Lauraôs relationship with Elli-

ott and  speculation about her husbandôs business decisions cause her to realize that rumors can, in 

fact, be just as damaging as facts.  

Susan enjoys talking about her work . She says, ñI'll be part of 4 bookclubs just in these next 2 

weeks, talking all about the books, answering questions, dodging rotten tomatoes... My the-

ory has always been that once you begin writing, you pretty much take off all your clothes 

anyway.ò  

I caught up with Susan on Foundersô Day after chapel. ñI still come out to Canterbury for what I call The High Holy 

Days, when there's a special chapel, and just sit there and weep, so you can let people know I'm that strange middle

-aged person who doesn't know anyone.ò 

She and her husband, Sterling, are among the founders of Canterbury School. She recalls, ñI like to say that Sterling

(her son), who just turned 30, is the reason we were part of the founding - he was falling through the 

cracks.  But  Sterl ing was too old when the miracle finally happened, as he was in 7th grade and Canterbury opened 

K-6.  Stafford, the middler, began that first opening year in 3rd grade. (He's a banker now, and Linda Allen still  

shakes her head in disbelief). Preston was in the first class to go completely through, K -  8.ò 

Continued on page  4 



Vo lu me 8 ,  Is su e  2  

outdoors.  You may also find him 

playing with his English bulldog 

puppy, Dan, and exploring the 

dog-friendly parks of Greensboro.   

Father Finnin describes Canter-

bury as ña place dedicated to 

educating young people in the 

tradition of Episcopal Schools, 

and specifically focused on the K-

8 demographic. It is a place full of 

wonderful teachers and adminis-

trators who have the unique 

blessing of working with smart 

children who have the support of 

caring families who want them to 

be successful.ò 

 

passionate about the work they were 

doing.  I was also intrigued by the 

fact that I left my visit feeling as 

though I had known the people at 

Canterbury longer than I actually 

had; that sense of connection was a 

major factor in my feeling so com-

fortable with the decision to come 

join the work being done here.ò 

Shortly after moving to Greensboro, 

he became engaged to his fiancé, 

Kaitlin.  Their wedding will take 

place at Phillips Chapel on June 11, 

2011.  In Father Finninôs time away 

from school, he enjoys spending 

time with Kaitlin and taking advan-

tage of the big-city offerings of 

Greensboro, such as listening to live 

music, seeing shows or just being 
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Father Finninôs first impression of Canterburyðñit 

was clear to me that both the students and staff 

were passionate about the work they were doing.ò   

Father Finnin blesses the playground 

on the first day of school. 

Susan is pleased to report her children are ñall gainfully employed, and in this day and 

age, thatôs HUGE!ò 

How does her family feel about her novels? She says, ñMy husband doesn't read my 

books.  It's our  marital strategy. Neither do my children.   My mother (Aurelia Stafford) 

gets a major award, as she does read them, covers her eyes, and goes bravely forth to 

the bridge table.ò 

What does Susan read when she has time?  

ñMy most recent CPDs (couldn't-put-downs) have been: 

 The Widower's Tale by Julia Glass 

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood 

 Little Bee by Chris Cleve 

To Heaven by Water by Justin Cartwright  

The Lake Shore Limited by Sue Miller  

 

She added, ñAt the moment I'm reading The Girl Who Played With Fire  ócause, you 
know, everyone needs a little Swedish escapist gore in their otherwise humdrum lives.ò 

Susan Kelly, continued 
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óNanNanôò, she says, ñis just wonderful and we love being with these little folks.ò  Away from school, Nancy loves travelling to Raleigh 

to be with her grandchildren.  She also enjoys reading and walking. 

Nancy visited Canterbury in the fall of 1995 because she was interested in getting back into education.  She came to the campus for a 

tour thinking that she might want to be a substitute teacher.  Now, here she is entering her 15th year of teaching at Canterbury!  She 

remembers, ñI could ófeelô that there was something very different about this school.  Visiting the different classes in our ócottagesô, 

watching the wonderful faculty interacting with the children, and experiencing the special feeling that was present on the ca mpus 

made me want to be a part of it.ò 

Nancy recalls many wonderful Canterbury memories.  A more recent memory that she reflects on involves a former Canterbury stu-

dent and third grade student of Nancyôs.  ñAnne Lucas did her senior project at GDS by spending the month of May in my classroom 

being my assistant.  I was so honored that she wanted to be in our 

classroom and it was just a very special and heartwarming experi-

ence for me to see how she had grown up and to see how she inter-

acted with the students.  The chil-

dren adored her and it was just a 

wonderful May for us all.ò 

ñI could ófeelô that there was something very 

different about this school.ò Mrs. Godwin re-

members of her first visit to Canterbury.  
Mrs. Godwinôs 3rd grade 

Fourth Grade Blogs with International School in Paris  

Given the global economy, it is more important than ever that our students learn to work with and under-
stand people from different parts of the world.  With this knowledge in mind, homeroom teacher Elaine 
Hoover  and her fourth grade students  have initiated an exciting collaborative project with a school in 
France. 

 

English-speaking students from ten different countries in the 4 th grade at Marymount International School in Paris and 
4th grade students in Ms. Hooverôs class at Canterbury have agreed to take a connection formed between the two 
schools several years ago to a whole new level.  Instead of simply acting as penpals, as in the past, emailing one another 
and sending letters through the post office, this year the students will teach one another using their password-protected 
classroom blogs.  Canterbury students will teach the French students about America, and Marymount students will 
teach the Canterbury students about France.  Ms. Hoover expects that the Canterbury students will decide to share 
information about NC lighthouses!  You can check out Marymount International School by taking their virtual tour, 

found at http://www.marymount.fr/ . 

 

You might be interested to know, too, that Canterburyôs fourth grade influence already extends across the Atlantic.  
When the Marymount teacher learned about our 4 th gradeôs involvement two years ago with Greg Mortenson and Pen-
nies for Peace, she and her students decided to organize a Pennies for Peace drive, as well! 

      Curriculum Corner  continued on page 6 

Nancy Godwin, continued from page 2 

http://www.marymount.fr/
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Stone Soup coming Nov. 22  

Stone Soup Day helps Canterbury reinforce 

the principles of sharing, caring and coop-

eration school wide. Students each contrib-

ute different soup items which are com-

bined together to create a large pot of soup. 

After hours of stirring and simmering, stu-

dents come together in Berry Hall to enjoy a 

cup of homemade soup along with their 

regular lunch. The leftover soup, along with 

collected cans food items, is delivered to 

Greensboroôs Urban Ministry Shelter.  

Each lower school student is asked to bring 

one assigned food item to contribute to the 

soup. Soup ingredients are listed by grade 

level and teacher and can be found in the 

Chatter  ( start looking in November ). 

Middle school students are just asked to 

bring in a canned food donation. Parent 

volunteers stir and serve the soup to the 

children at the lunch hour.  

All Canterbury students will enjoy the 

Stone Soup play produced by Mr. 

McCollumôs 3rd grade class and have a 

cup of hot, delicious soup. (Parents are 

encouraged to still send a regular lunch 

with their children, just in case the soup 

in not enough to fill their stomachs). 

Children will sit with their Canterbury 

families ( students grade K-8) at lunch.  

How do parents participate? Parents 

may volunteer and they are also wel-

come to join their children during Stone 
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Traditions  at Canterbury  

Kathy Creekmuirôs son, Will (class of , was 
married on  October 9th. After a break from 
wedding plans for five days, Kathyôs daughter, 
Elizabeth Creekmuir (class of 2001), announced 
her engagement! Best wishes to Elizabeth. 

Faculty and Staff News  

Burns Jones and his wife, Elizabeth, are expecting their 

second child in  February. 

Written with the help of Fleming Edwards, chair of the New Parent Committee, Traditions is a new monthly column 

designed to help communicate upcoming events or traditions to families who have just joined the Canterbury commu-

nity.  If there is any Canterbury tradition that you think would be appropriate for Traditions , please email Kelly McKee 

at kmckee@triad.rr.com.  

What are ñfamiliesò? 

Students will meet periodically through-

out the school year with their ñfamiliesò 

on campus.  These families are multi-

grade groups that gather to eat lunch 

together and learn from one another. 

All Saintsô DayðNovember 3rd 

All  Saintsô Day marks the first Holy Eucharist of the year.  Students are welcome to partake in communion in this chapel. Each 

student should dress in chapel dress (see handbook). Originally a service to commemorate Christian martyrs, it evolved into a 

celebration of all Christians who have passed into the next life.  In many churches, it has come to encompass all believers, liv ing in 

this life or the next. Father Finnin explains, ñAll Saintsô Day is a celebration of the fellowship of the entire Church, those who went 

before and those present, Christians no longer remembered, and all contemporary Christians famous and unknown. 

Gayle Wannamakerôs son, Charlie (class of 1998), 

was married  to Karin Lauff on October 15th in Asheville. 

The couple is living in Boston where Karin is a social 

worker and Charlie is a  junior trader for an investment 

company.  Gayle says, ñall three children are married 

now, so no more weddings or rehearsal dinners to plan!ò 

Jessica Hortman  gave birth to Erinsimone Gillian 
Hortman, 6 lbs, 6 oz and 20.25 inches, on Tuesday, 
October 26th.  
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Shakespeare Comes Alive  

How do you, in 2010, help students relate to William Shakespeare?  You do it, of course, by giving them the 
opportunity to gain firsthand knowledge of his life and times and create podcasts that communicate their ex-
perience!  The following report, submitted by 7-8 th  grade  literature teacher Tony Carrick , explains the 
details. 

On October 14, the 8 th  grade  attended the Renaissance Faire. The trip was in concert with the gradeôs current 
study of Shakespeareôs Romeo & Juliet in 8th grade literature. The goal of the visit was to give students a taste 
of what life was like during Shakespeareôs time. In an effort to make the experience as productive as possible, 
students were assigned a research project and split into eight groups. Each group was assigned one aspect of 
Renaissance life on which to report including: clothing, food & drink, commerce, the arts, theater and street 
performing, falconry and swordplay, tournament and jousting, courtly life and manners. Students, armed with 
digital cameras, visited vendors, attended shows, and mingled with the locals in an effort to collect information 
and photos. 

Upon returning, students combined what they learned with their photos to create eight separate podcasts. 
During the week of October 18, each group posted their podcast to the class wiki, allowing them to share the 
information they gathered with students from other groups. Combined, the podcasts amount to a twenty -
minute documentary about eight different aspects of life during the Renaissance. 

Curriculum Corner  

Curriculum Corner   is a regular feature in the Parentsô Page and is written by 

Penny Summers, Assistant Head of School. 

L to R: Ben  and Hutton  



 

 

 

 

Booster Club News  

Basketball tryouts are the first week 

in November which means the sea-

son is here! Come out to support our 

basketball players. Donôt forget to 

collect a marble for the classroom 

contest. 

Did you know that you can buy 

snacks at Canterbury sports events? 

Just another reason to stop into the 

gym and cheer on the Cougars. 

Bulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin Board    

Above: Kathe-

rine Hamilton 

(R) and Teresa 

Audilet (L) 

selling snacks 

at a fall soccer 

game. 

Left: Awesome 

banner hung by 

the booster 

club! 

Photography Committee  

Do you have great photos from your childôs class, field trip or sporting event? Please share with us! 

Many of the photos in the Parentsô Page have been shared by parent photographers.  

If you have photos to share, please email them to Kelly McKee kmckee@triad.rr.com or Rhonda Wake-

field at rhondawakefield@yahoo.com.  

Clothing Exchange Update  

Some clothing items from the recent clothing exchange were donated to the Doris 

Henderson Newcomersõ School, a 3-12 school in Guilford County serving  newly arrived  

or refugee students.  Kim Smir, current chair of the clothing exchange committee, co-

ordinated the donation with alum parent, Dianne Gibson, who works at DH Newcomersõ 

School.  Kim says, òI took a variety of girls and boys clothing and they were thrilled! 

We still  have plenty of clothing for the next sale so it was a win -win.ó 
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Passive Fundraising Update  

Spencer  ðAndrea, Kevin, and McKenna 
(K-Moore) have a new baby boy in the 
family. Kellen Crossley Spencer was born 
on October 1st weighing 8lbs 8oz and 21.5 
inches long.  

 

 

Target Take Charge of Education  

If you shop at Target, please re-link your Target Red Card to Canterbury School. Our school 

code is 1410 . You must re-link every school year. We earned $1594.00 last year from the 

Red Card. 

Harris Teeter Together in Education  

If you shop at Harris Teeter, please link or re-link your VIC card to Canterbury 

School. Our school code is 1153 . You can do this with the cashier, or on the 

website: www.harristeeter.com. You must re-link your card each year beginning 

in August.We  earned $1425.00 last year from this program. 

Chick-fil -A 

 

Box Tops for Education  

Please clip and send box tops to your childôs homeroom teacher. The 

Box Tops for Education symbol is on participating products. Last year, 

Canterbury School earned $400.  

 

The Care Committee of the CPA provides support to families who are experiencing changes such as illness, childbirth or 
death.  Do  you know someone who should be included in Community Cares and Concerns? Please let Marianne Bennett 
know: mariannebennett@mindspring.com.  

1st Chick-fil -A Spirit Night is Nov. 4th   
 

Ranford Almond will be singing from 5:30 -8:30 at the Pisgah Church/ North Elm Village location. ANYTIME 
during  Nov. 4th your purchases will count for Canterbury - even lunch and after school- just remember to 
tell the cashier that you would like your receipt to be placed in the Canterbury box!  

Hewitt ðJohnôs father, Dale Hewitt, grandparent 

of Kate (5th) and David (7th) passed away October 

25th. Please keep the Hewitt family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

Yatesð(Ashley-5th)Canterbury extends the condolences of our 

community to Brenda and Greg Yates in the passing of Brendaôs 

father, Charles F. Strandberg, Jr. on October 14th. 

Father Finnin ðour thoughts are with Father 

Finnin as he recovers from outpatient surgery. 



Please continue to collect wine corksðall kinds are acceptable whether they are 

genuine cork or synthetic. There will be cork collections in the afternoon carline 

Nov. 15th, 16th, and 17th.  
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Canterbury on the Move!  
 
The following parents and faculty 
participated in the Wilmington YMCA 
Traithlon on September 25th:  
 
Pete Moffitt  
Burns Jones 
Mary Dehnert  
Fleming Edwards 
Whit Edwards  
Lee Presson 
William Presson 
Duncan Jones 
Lindsey Whitlatch  
Jane Pope 
Mindy Oakley 
Chad Oakley 

The Bosom Buddy Brigade at the finish line! A team of walkers comprised of Canterbury 

parents, former parents, and friends participated in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer in 

Charlotte. Walking 40 miles were: Kim Smir, Daniela Helms, Alison Dodge, Claire Sullivan, 

Susan Mayes, Kari Delligatti, Donna Lee, Kara Wilson, Glenda Biggerstaff, Paula Salmon, 

Debbie McGee, Julia Robinson, and Jenn Nierle.  

Donna Lee (2nd from left), mother of Alyssa

-3rd and Ben-3rd carries the ñSurvivorsò 

banner at the walk October 23rd & 24th.  

(L to R): 

Donna Lee, 

Daniela 

Helms, and 

Susan Mayes 

with a team 

poster. 


